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Featured Staff: 
Art Miller
Art Miller, College Archivist 
and Librarian for Special 
Collections, will be retiring 
this fall.
You’ve been at the College since 1972 – what’s changed the most?
The change has been steady and constant.  When I arrived, we had 
one electric eraser and one electric typewriter, and that was 
technology.  
Most of our readers don’t realize that you were behind the 
visionary decision to have the College be a founding member of 
the consortium (now called CARLI) through which we get I-
Share.  
When I arrived, I could see that Lake Forest was really a post-
WWII/post-McCarthy college.  Resources were thin, but by the late 
1970s, faculty were interested in publishing books and doing more 
research, so I-Share seemed like a good approach.  Before that, we 
were very tied to the card catalog and it was a mess – we had 2” 
cards and 3” cards.  Joining the consortium equalized us – we were 
able to have the same resources as a school that had been collecting 
material over time.  Before 1972, there was no interlibrary loan here 
– faculty and students had to rely solely on what was available at our 
library.
What book(s) do you find yourself using again and again to 
answer reference questions?
Lots of biographical sources – if I had to pick one title, it would be 
The Book of Chicagoans, for the years 1926, 1931 … they’re still under 
copyright, so you can’t find that material online.
What single item would you save in a fire?
Probably the oldest book in the collection, the 1493 Nuremburg 
Chronicle.  It’s covered in contemporary pigskin over boards and 
looks pretty good for something that’s 500 years old.  And it gets 
used – I take it over to Professor Ann Roberts’ print class and show it 
to the students.
I assume it’s kept in the vault.  How many people know the 
combination?
Rita Koller and I.  And maybe Jim Cubit.
So many people think librarians get to read lots of books while 
at work.  You and I know that isn’t true.  Now that you’ll have 
some free time, what books do you plan to tackle?
I’ll be writing more than reading.  A history of the Lake Forest 
Garden Club [founded in 1912 and the westernmost founding 
member of the Garden Club of America]; a book about the log cabin 
at Crab Tree Farm with John Bryan; something about Edward H. 
Bennett. I’d like [Professor of Art Emeritus] Franz Schulze to write 
something about Market Square.  I’d like to work on a free-standing 
biography of Joseph Medill Patterson – our most heavily used 
collection is the Patterson papers.
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What is your favorite TV show or Movie?   
Susan Cloud: John Huston’s The Man Who Would be King • Connie Corso: Showtime’s Dexter • Jim Cubit: John Sayles’ Return of the 
Secaucus 7 • Eileen Karsten: Michael Curtiz’s Casablanca • Michael Karsten: Michael Curtiz’s Casablanca • Rita Koller : Fox’s 24 • Erik 
Larson: Otto Preminger’s Laura • David Levinson: Terrence Malick’s Days of Heaven • Emily Mace: Peter Jackson’s Lord of the Rings Trilogy • 
Michelle Oh: George Armitage’s Grosse Pointe Blank • Alie Stansbury: ABC’s My So-Called Life • Cory Stevens: John Boorman’s Hope and 
Glory • Nancy Sosna Bohm: AMC’s Breaking Bad • Esteban Reyes: Robert Zemeckis’ Contact
Special Collections Exhibit
American and French Fashion Plates for Women, 
1860s-1880s & 18th and 19th Century Fans for Women
From the Collections of Edwin N. Asmann, Class of 1927. 
This exhibit includes 20 hand-
colored fashion plates and 4 
painted or engraved fans on paper 
and fabric. The two collections 
illustrate the later 19th century 
fascination with the latest mode in 
women’s dress and also the early 
20th century historic and nostalgic 
interest in fans, no longer 
fashionable. This display highlights links between Paris fashions and 
those made in this country, as dresses and accessories were published as 
“Paris” fashions in periodicals here, and seeks to demonstrate how 
publications globalized, or at least internationalized, the world of 
fashion. On display through October 18.
Faculty Author Talk 
Join LIT and the Theater Department on 
Tuesday, October 15 as we co-host a book 
talk by Associate Professor Richard Pettengill, 
who will discuss his new publication Taking it to 
the Bridge: Music as Performance (University of 
Michigan Press). This collection of essays, co-
edited with Nicholas Cook (University of 
Cambridge), explores musical culture and the 
role of performance in various genres, 
geographies, and formats. In addition to co-editing, Richard contributed 
the chapter  “Performing Collective Improvisation: The Grateful Dead’s 
‘Dark Star.’”     
New Computers in the 24-Hour Lab
30 new computers, replete with solid state drives, were installed over 
the summer. They are 10 times faster than the machines they replaced, 
and login times have been significantly reduced. Adobe software and 
Google Chrome will be added soon .  
New Staff
Emily Mace: Evening/Weekend Circulation Supervisor
After spending most of her life on the East and West Coasts, Emily is a recent transplant to the Midwest. No stranger to 
liberal arts colleges, Emily earned her BA from Amherst College before going on to advanced degrees in religious studies. 
She is director of the Harvard Square Library, a small digital library dedicated to providing free online material related to 
Unitarian Universalism and liberal religion. Outside of work, Emily enjoys spending time with her two young daughters and 
tries to find time for knitting, sewing, and visiting nearby nature preserves.
Melissa Norris: Help Desk/Hardware Support Specialist
Melissa comes to Lake Forest College with AA Degrees in Graphic Design and in Computer Support from Gateway Technical 
College in Kenosha.  Previously she worked at the Kenosha News and Happenings Magazine. Her passion for working with 
technology keeps her busy, as do roller blading and softball.
Art with daughter Janelle, ca. 1973. 
